
 

 

 
 

Remote Learning (eLearning) Day Plan 
(Revised 03/31/2020) 

 
BACKGROUND 
Even before Governor Pritzker signed Executive Order 2020-05 requiring the closing of all public and private 
schools in Illinois, Sunset Ridge District #29 began planning for eLearning with students and families. As 
authorized by Section 2-3.6 and part 5 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5], implementing Section 10-29 of the 
School Code, Sunset Ridge School District 29 has established a Remote Learning (eLearning) Day plan to offer 
our students meaningful continuous learning opportunities related to the Illinois State Learning Standards during 
an emergency school closure. This plan was developed, and will continue to be revised, with guidance from the 
Illinois State Board of Education, feedback from stakeholders, and negotiations with the Sunset Ridge Education 
Association. We recognize the District 29 eLearning Plan will need continued modification as we implement and 
evaluate the effectiveness of eLearning efforts and respond to a fluid situation. 
 
STATE GUIDANCE 
The state of Illinois has provided comprehensive guidance to school districts across the state regarding how 
remote learning should be structured for student success. The entire guidance document can be found at 
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/RL-Recommendations-3-27-20.pdf. Within the document are specifics from 
the state that outline what the instructional day should look like for each student, which can be found below. 

 

 
 
Sunset Ridge District #29 has embraced this guidance document and used it to formulate the planning for our 
remote learning approach. As a district we are committed to providing high quality instruction for every student, 
while also being cognizant of the strains and stresses that this pandemic has placed upon everyone. 
 
ACCESS 

  Students  
All Sunset Ridge District 29 students in grades K-8 are assigned an iPad or Chromebooks. All students are 
permitted to bring their personal device home to access educational activities/programming during eLearning 



 

 

Days. The District will provide notification of local libraries and public accommodation establishments that offer 
free wi-fi access to patrons.  
 
Student assignments and connectivity is be facilitated through our Learning Management Systems; See-Saw (K-
3) and Google Classroom (4th-8th grades). Learning experiences may be provide through links to 
resources/activities, or through the sharing of synchronous (live) or asynchronous (recorded) content. 
 

Teachers 
All District 29 teachers are issued a MacBook personal computing device. They can access our digital classroom 
management platform (See-Saw: K-3rd grade, Google Suite: 4-8th grade), to share content, post and respond to 
assignments, and communicate with students. Technology specialists, librarians, and district technology support 
will be available to support staff in the implementation of eLearning, and on eLearning days. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
Communication regarding the implementation of an eLearning Day will be sent to parents, staff, and partners via 
SchoolMessenger email system (the District communication system), and posted on the District website. The 
District 29 website will also prominently display a banner with links to the eLearning program section of the 
website. Information will be shared with students and families about expectations and protocols for an eLearning 
day as soon as possible. 
 
Teachers are available to interact with their students/parents via the school management system listed above, via 
email, or by phone during times on the eLearning Day. Links to contact information for teachers, technology 
support, and administrators will be provided on all eLearning Plans. 
 
INSTRUCTION 
Teachers at all grade levels will have activities/lessons ready in the event that an eLearning Day is called, in which 
case the lesson will provide instruction related to targeted Illinois State Learning Standards. Activities may 
include links to instructional activities or resources, and pre-recorded and/or live audio/video content. All 
activities and lessons shall be stored on a common Google Drive for easy off-site access and editing in the event 
of an eLearning Day.  
 
Specific daily lessons will be distributed to parents and students by 9:00a.m. on each eLearning Day. Each 
eLearning Day plan will include a written list of expectations and student responsibilities relative to eLearning. 
Teachers will respond to requests for support in a timely manner during the normal work hours on the actual 
eLearning day. Students are encouraged to submit assigned work by 3:00 p.m. on  the day it is assigned, unless 
otherwise posted.  
 
Teachers will design core instructional activities according to the following expected minimum parameters for 
student engaged time. Additional activities for student engagement may be provided beyond the listed guidelines. 

• Kindergarten: 60-90 minutes per day 
• Grades 1-2: 80-110 minutes per day 
• Grade 3: 100-130 minutes per day  
• Grades 4-8: 180-200 minutes per day  

 
Student(s) with Special Needs/Accommodations 

Teachers work to create relevant, meaningful, and manageable assignments for students on eLearning days. For 
students with special needs, activities will be varied according to the course, subject, unique skills, and knowledge 
required for the lesson, as well as the process and product of the lessons.  
 



 

 

Special education case managers will contact the parents of students with disabilities to coordinate special 
assignments and resource support options. Students that receive related services (e.g., speech, counseling) will be 
addressed in a manner that adheres to the spirit of the student’s Individualized Education Plan. Special education 
staff will track special education service minutes that cannot be addressed during an eLearning Day. 
Compensatory educational services will be offered to a student with an Individualized Education Plan for whom 
special education service minutes cannot be met during an eLearning Day. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Students attendance will be verified using a Google Form that will be accessible for the entire 24-hours of the 
eLearning day. Teachers will have access to sign-in data from that form via an emailed report. Attendance data 
will be transferred to PowerSchool, the District system for managing student data. 
 
Students who are unable to sign in using the Google Form (e.g. unable to access Internet) can submit an excused 
absence similar to existing school policies and will have two days to make up any missed work consistent with 
Board policy and established procedures. 
 
GRADING 
The Illinois State Board of Education has provided instructions on grading Remote Learning assignments and 
assessments. "Schools may only allow student work to count during the closure, if and only if, it will increase a 
student's academic standing". ISBE writes that not having assignments impact grades during this time is a matter 
of equity. Formal and informal assessments will be used to determine student acquisition of knowledge. Based 
on assessment results feedback provided to students will be provided when possible to assist with the learning 
process. During this time, we have also asked our instructors to continue to keep a record of student success on 
each task. This information garnered from the assessments provided will give the district valuable data for 
planning support and interventions for students when school resumes.  
 
TRAINING 
Staff will receive appropriate training for eLearning through email communications, webinars, and an online 
video from their respective principals. Opportunities for individual support and consultation will be made 
available during independent professional time. Information regarding general expectations and responsibilities 
of the program will be provided for staff as far in advance of calling an eLearning Day as is possible. 
 
NON-INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF 
Maintenance and custodial staff will work their normal shift during eLearning. Administration, food service, and 
support staff shall refer to a supervisor for specific instructions. 
 
PROGRAM EVALUATION 
The District will survey stakeholders including students, teachers, non-instructional staff, and families for 
feedback to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the plan and activities. 
 
TRANSITION FROM eLEARNING 
In the event that eLearning is discontinued, and a return to normal schooling is implemented, the District will 
reassess student’s academic skills to identify skill deficits and inform instructional efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 


